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Baker County Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting
April 7th, 2026
07:30 P.M.
Connie C. Hobbs — Chairperson Vann Irvin — Vice Chairman
Matt Bryan — Commissioner Chris Moore — Commissioner

Tommy Rentz, Commissioner

Minutes

The Baker County Board of Commissioners met on the above date with Commissioners
Tommy Rentz, Matt Bryan, Chris Moore and Connie Hobbs in attendance. Interim County
Manager, Marie Howard, was also in attendance.

Chair Hobbs called the meeting to order.
Chair Hobbs led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Commissioner Moore delivered the invocation.

Chair Hobbs presented the agenda for consideration. Chair Hobbs requested P-25 MOU be
added to the agenda. Commissioner Moore made a motion to approve the agenda with the
addition. Commissioner Bryan seconded the motion. Commissioners Bryan, Rentz, Moore,
and Hobbs voted to approve the motion. Motion carried.

Chair Hobbs presented the minutes of March 3™, 2026, Pre-Hazard Mitigation Public
Hearing. Commissioner Rentz made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.
Commissioner Moore seconded the motion. Commissioners Moore, Bryan, Rentz, and Hobbs
voted to approve the motion. Motion carried.

Chair Hobbs presented the minutes of the March 3™, 2026, Regular Meeting. Commissioner
Moore made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Commissioner Bryan seconded the
motion. Commissioners Rentz, Bryan, Moore, and Hobbs voted to approve the motion.
Motion carried.

Chair Hobbs presented the minutes of the March 6", 2026, Called Meeting. Commissioner
Rentz made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. Commissioner Bryan seconded the
motion. Commissioners Rentz, Bryan, Moore, and Hobbs voted to approve the motion.
Motion carried.

Speaker Requests: None

Chair Hobbs reported another Budget Work Session to discuss the FY 2026-2027 budget was
scheduled for Friday, April 10", 2026, at 12:00 P.M. to complete the review.
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Commissioners were advised Local Road Assistance Grant funds from DOT in the amount of
$422,619.70 were available to the County. Chair Hobbs stated a road project would need to
be identified to submit the application. Commissioner Bryan made a motion to submit Jo-Su-
Li Road as the project since LMIG funds were not sufficient to cover the total cost of the
entire road. Commissioner Moore seconded the motion. Commissioners Rentz, Moore,
Bryan, and Hobbs all voted to approve the motion. Motion carried.

An amendment to the Interim County Manager’s agreement was presented by Chair Hobbs.
The amended agreement increased the annual salary from $60,000 to $65,000 effective April
1%, 2026. (See Exhibit A attached.) Commissioner Rentz made a motion to approve the
amended agreement. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bryan. Commissioners
Rentz, Bryan, Moore, and Hobbs all voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried.

Chair Hobbs stated the county has a 2018 Ford Explorer, VIN 1FM5K8ARXJIGB34434, that
is no longer in service and would like to request the vehicle be surplused. Commissioner
Bryan made a motion to surplus the vehicle. Motion seconded by Commissioner Moore.
Commissioners Rentz, Bryan, Moore, and Hobbs all voted in favor of the motion. Motion
carried. Fire Chief Ritchie Cox stated that a small boat was donated by DNR to the fire
department back in 1994 and he suggested the boat be donated to Mitchell Correctional
Institute. After discussion, it was decided to table the donation of the boat.

Chair Hobbs reported there had been previous discussion on closing Queen Ashe Road and
now Tucker Lane has been identified as another possible road closure. After discussion,
Commissioner Bryan made a motion to move forward with closing Queen Ashe Road and
Tucker Lane. Commissioner Moore seconded the motion. Commissioners Rentz, Bryan,
Moore, and Hobbs all voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried. :

Fire Chief, Ritchie Cox, reported the two fire trucks at the Hawkinstown Volunteer Fire
Station were not running and suggested the Commission consider contacting Brinley
Mountain in Union Grove, Alabama to determine if they would trade the two trucks for an
upgraded model. This request was tabled.

Chair Hobbs reported she had been contacted by Ms. Blanca Giles with Georgia Power’s
Community Charging Program. Ms. Giles was requesting the County consider serving as a
site host for two charging stations to be located at the Baker County Extension property site.
This project would require no capital outlay from the County, only a ten (10) year lease on the
county property site to locate the two charging stations. She further stated if a private
investor/citizen should wish to install the charging station they would have 18 months to
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begin the project. If they failed to begin the project after 18 months, the county would be
designated as the host site. Ms. Hobbs reported she had spoken with Mr. Alex Patel and
provided him with Ms. Giles contact information. Commission Rentz made a motion to
designate two parking spaces at the Baker County Extension site for Georgia Power’s
Community Charging stations, if Mr. Patel, or any other private investor failed to initiate a
project. Commissioner Bryan seconded the motion. Commissioners Rentz, Bryan, Moore,
and Hobbs all voted to approve the motion. Motion carried.

Commissioners were provided with a copy of letters dated March 19, 2025, and March 30,
2026, from Ms. Jessica Craft, Baker County Tax Commissioner. Ms. Craft requested she
receive a longevity raise retroactively to January 1, 2025. (See Exhibits B attached for copies
of letters.) Commissioners Bryan and Rentz stated they felt she deserved the increase. Chair
Hobbs stated pursuant to O.C.G.A. Sec. 48-5-183(d), a longevity raise could only be granted
for the number of completed four-year terms of office served by any tax commissioner. Any
additional salary increase would have to be in the form of a salary supplement.
Commissioners were also advised there were three other elected officials that had also served
partial terms. After discussion, Chair Hobbs stated she would seek a legal opinion from the
County Attorney.

The following updates were provided by the County Manager, Ms. Howard:

> Presented quotes from Yancey Caterpillar for service maintenance agreements on
motor grader, loader, excavator, and backhoe. Commissioner Bryan made a motion to
enter into service agreement with Yancey Caterpillar for the motor grader. (See
Exhibit C attached.) Commissioner Moore seconded the motion. Commissioners
Rentz, Bryan, Moore, and Hobbs all voted to approve the motion. Motion approved.

» Commission advised the new ADA Tittle IT web accessibility standards must be in
place by April 26™, 2027.

Being no further business, Commissioner Moore made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner

Bryan seconded the motion. Commissioners Irvin, Rentz, Bryan, Moore, and Hobbs all voted
in favor of the motion. The meeting was adjourned.
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