Baker County Board of Commissioners =2

Public Hearing
April 22", 2026
12:00 P.M.
Connie C. Hobbs — Chairperson Vann Irvin — Vice Chairman
Matt Bryan — Commissioner Chris Moore — Commissioner

Tommy Rentz, Commissioner

Minutes

The Baker County Board of Commissioners held a public hearing with Commissioners Vann
Irvin, Tommy Rentz, Matt Bryan, Chris Moore and Connie Hobbs in attendance. Interim
County Manager, Marie Howard, and Sherry Bailey, Financial Officer/Grants Administrator,
were also in attendance from the Board of Commissioners’ Office. See Sign-In Sheet for a
list of all attendees.

Chair Hobbs opened the public hearing and stated the purpose of the hearing was to seek
citizen input on the proposed FY 2026-2027 budget. Chair Hobbs provided an overview of
the proposed budget that included revenue sources as well as expenses by department. Mr.
Micheal Trice had the following comments:

e Primary interest in Fire and Public Safety

Need for a fall-out shelter

Requested additional weather siren be placed in the northern section of the county
Need for additional volunteers to assist with fire protection

Should be more funds in Fire and Public Safety — consider moving funds from
Sheriff’s Department to fund Fire and Public Safety

e Need to have conversation with Sheriff regarding resources — push back on overtime
e Desire to make things better for all citizens of the county

e Redirect some of Sheriff’s Department funds for recreational activities for youth
Mr. Andrew Parker shared the following concerns

e Deputies are grossly overpaid
e What can be done to require Sheriff to manage within his budget?
e  Who sets the salaries for the Sheriff’s Department

Chair Hobbs read suggestions from ACCG Constitutional Officers’ Publication regarding
options to address overspending of Constitutional Officers.

Hearing no other comments, Chair Hobbs closed the public hearing.
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